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the time of the organization of the Saito cabinet; from patriotic motives
they give in to the violent elements, always hoping in vain that later
they will get control and that in the meantime it is best for the country
to avoid further affairs like that of May 15. In the meantime, Shiratori
announces that the advance into Jehol may be expected to start any
day. If Japan does go on to Peiping there will be great risk of a general
war. The outlook could hardly be blacker than it is.
Anyway, I am entirely in accord with the League's action and with
the Report and Recommendations. Now that Japan has finally
determined to defy the world and to isolate herself, putting into
practice the " Back to Asia " movement and with the probable
intention of eventually formulating a Monroe Doctrine for the Far
East, there seems to be no further purpose in trying to humour her
by patience* I am afraid that we are in for a very bad time ahead.
LET THE PEOPLE KNOW
February 21, 1933
Fleisher came in to ask my opinion of a rather sensational dispatch
which he was about to cable to the New Tork Herald Tribune setting
forth the dangers of the present situation and the general talk of the
possibility of war. I said that in my personal opinion it was well
to let the public at home realize the potential dangers ahead, and
since his dispatch would be published in Paris it might likewise have
a salutary effect in Geneva. I told him that I saw no reason for
camouflaging the gravity of the situation.
JAPAN'S BREAK WITH THE WEST
AND WHAT IT MEANS
February 23, 1933
After several days of thought and consultation I have tried to bring
my thoughts into focus with the following result:
In any estimate of the situation in the Far East, full consideration
should be given to the following points :
(i) By the cabinet's decision to secede from the League of Nations,
Japan has taken steps to burn her most important bridge with the
outside world. This step represents a fundamental defeat for the
moderate elements in the country and the complete supremacy of
the military. Since the beginning of the Sino-Japanese dispute, every
important action of the League of Nations has been forestalled or
succeeded by a fait accompli here, so that Japan's independence of the
West, and her disregard of Western interference in her affairs and
with what she believes to be her vital interests, might be clearly
demonstrated. There will be no surrender to moral or other pressure
from the West. The military clique and, as a result of military
propaganda, the public are fully prepared to fight rather than give

